
July 1, 2026 gas tax goes up 4.2 cents and diesel 4.7 cents 

and it potentially never ends. This brings the total Washoe 

gas tax to approx. $1.13 per gallon, highest in USA!



RTC5 is a gas tax that with no review by elected 
officials, is “indexed” by a confusing formula and 

goes up every July 1 since 2010 on Washoe County
Note that they tax clean air fuels as well



1. RTC claims no public actionable review required: the law 
and legislative minutes say otherwise
2. As such no RTC review was held by the elected 
commission
3. No County Commission (BCC) Review or tax increase 
meeting was held
4. System of exemptions is an issue  for Truckers, Taxis, 
Motor Coaches, etc….
5. The “department” never held the required calculations
6. And much more

There are many many legal issues

upon which RTC5 might be challenged!



*Highlight and underline added
20.43416 - Review by commission.
The commission shall
1.Review, at a public meeting conducted after the provision of public notice and before 
the effective date of each annual increase imposed by sections 3 through 15, 
inclusive:(a)The amount of that increase and the accuracy of its calculation;(b)The 
amounts of any annual increases imposed by this ordinance in previous years and the 
revenue collected pursuant to those increases;(c)Any improvements to the regional 
system of transportation resulting from revenue collected pursuant to any annual 
increases imposed by this ordinance in previous years; and(d)Any other information 
relevant to the effect of the annual increases on the public; and2.Submit to the board any 
information the commission receives suggesting that the annual increase should be 
adjusted. (Ord. No. 1416, eff. 1-1-10)

20.43419 - Contract with the department.
The board shall contract with the department to perform all functions incident to the 
administration and operation of this ordinance, including the calculation of each annual 
increase in the taxes imposed by sections 3 through 15 of this ordinance.



MAY BE EXEMPT FROM SOME GAS TAXES:

* Fuel used for any purpose other than powering a vehicle on public highways

* Sales to the United States Government or its agencies

* Sales to any state, county, city, or other political subdivision

* Fuel used in public transit vehicles

Source: LegalClarity

See the applicable NRS and Washoe Code: WCC 20.373 - Exempt transactions and sales.

NRS 366.200 Exempt sales and uses.

1. The sale or use of special fuel for any purpose other than to propel a motor vehicle upon the 

public highways of Nevada is exempt from the application of the tax imposed by NRS 366.190. …

2. Sales made to the United States Government or any instrumentality thereof are exempt from the 

tax imposed by this chapter.

3. Sales made to any state, county, municipality, district or other political subdivision thereof are 

exempt from the tax imposed by this chapter.

4. Sales made to any person to be used to propel a motor vehicle which is dedicated for exclusive 

use as part of a system which:

(a) Operates motor vehicles for public transportation in an urban area;

(b) Transports persons who pay the established fare; and


